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Framework

.

❑ In the west of the island, the climatic conditions are 

extremely arid, with a very resilient flora.

❑Santo Antão is the second largest island and the 
northernmost island of the archipelago, with 779 
km2, and the highest number of endemic plants of 
the archipelago, with 55 endemic taxas, being 13 
exclusive

❑Cabo Verde has 4.033 Km2, 915 plant taxa, being 
100 endemic taxa

❑The highest point of the island is the Topo de Coroa 
inactive volcano, with 1985 meters. 

❑The north-eastern area has mountains covered in a 
green color with a multitude of plants that are 
contemplated by the fog and constant humidity in 
the streams. 



✓ 198 Km2 of protected areas 25% terrestrial territory

✓ 3 Terrestrial Natural Parks

✓ 1 Marine Natural Park

✓ 1Protected Landscape

Santo Antão Protected
areas and KBA’s



Areas of activity

Plant conservation 
programme 01

Sea turtle conservation 
programme02

Bird conservation 
programme03

Marine conservation 
programme04

Environmental Education 
and Community Awareness 
Programme

05



• Improve knowledge about the endemic plants of the 
island of Santo Antão and reduce their threats;

• Conserving endemic plant habitats through actions 
to support the governance and management of 
protected areas;

• Supporting local communities through training and 
promoting sustainable income alternatives.

Plant Conservation 

Programme

Campanula feijoana



Team 
training

Preparation of a plant 
inventory form in Epicollect - 

Georeferencing, Edaphic 
Conditions, Identification

Inventorying and 
monitoring plants - semi-

quantitative assessment of 
ecological factors and 
anthropogenic action

Team trained and able to 
inventory flora and vegetation 

throughout the island

Training in Field Techniques Applied to Monitoring 
Terrestrial Biodiversity - Flora and Vegetation 
(partnership with INIDA/Dr Isildo Gomes)



Team 
training

Train the team and involve 
the community in 

conservation actions and 
work in the nursery

Training in Propagation Techniques for Endemic 
Plants in the Nursery (Partnership with Biflores NGO)

Perfecting techniques for 
propagating endemic plants 

in the nursery

Techniques for collecting and 
identifying different seed 

matrices



• Conservation of Endangered Endemic Plants in 
the Topo de Coroa Natural Park (PPI)

• Conservation of critically endangered Carex 
antoniensis in the Cova KBA (CEPF)

• Conservation of Endemic Trees on the island of 
Santo Antão - Cape Verde (Frankilinia / F&F)

Endemic Plant 

Conservation 

Projects

Diplotaxis antoniensis



Conservation of Endangered Endemic Plants 

in the Topo de Coroa Natural Park



Inventory results

107 

34 
Endemic taxa in the 

TCNP

Previous inventory: 
21 endemic taxa

Inventory points



Inventory results

Diplotaxis 
antoniensis



Inventory results

Umbilicus
schmidtii



Improve restoration measures for endangered endemic plants in the TCNP

Strengthening local 
capacity in 

germination and 
nursery plant 
management

Reproduction of 
plants in a nursery 
for reforestation of 

the park / 
community nursery

Increased knowledge 
of endangered 

endemic plants in the 
TCNP



Reusing packaging for planting in a nursery



10 communities

20 representants

Member          Alternate

Creation of the Community Committee



Improving the governance of the PNTC by empowering local communities

Creation and training of 
the PNTC community 

committee

Drawing up and 
implementing an 
action plan and 

advocacy strategy

Meetings with organisations 
leading projects within the 

TCNP



Online News
Memoradum of 
understanding

Presentation letter to Agriculture 
and Environment Minister

Results of the Community Committee



Promoting support to the Park Breeders

Supporting farmers 
with forage plants 

to encourage 
confinement

Raising farmers' 
awareness of goat 

confinement



340 tree fodder 

3500 forage palm

+4000 kg distributed pasture

16 goats

4 beneficiaries

Forage field results



Conservation of Critically Endangered   Carex 

antoniensis in the Cova KBA



Carex antoniensis / Water plant

freshwater



Data prior to the project...

Need to sensitise 
communities Critically 

endangeredLimited area of occurrence

Main Activities

• Awareness raising • Inventory • Planting



Improved conservation 
status

More sensitized 
communities

Largest distribution area on the island

Currently...

• 3293 
specimens

• 691 people 
sensitised • 104 points

• Little-known plant • 2 points • 7 specimens



Inventory and Planting Results

75 
Planting 
points

1223 
specimens

29 
Occurrence 

points

2070 
specimens
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Inventory and Planting Results

75 
Planting 
points

1223 
specimens

29 
Occurrence 

points

2070 
specimens



Awareness raising results



Awareness raising results



Conservation of Endemic Trees on  Santo Antão Island 

Dracaena caboverdeana

Sideroxylon marginatum



Objectives

Production and planting 
of endemic trees

Disclosure and 
awareness-raising 

activities
Assessment



Main challenges

• The topography of the island, 
which difficult the work field 

• The arid climate, and 
difficulty in accessing water 
make its harder the 
plantation is some areas of 
the island

• The invasive species

• The lack of environmental 
awareness in communities



Invasive plants

Lantana 
camara



Invasive plants

Leucaena 
leucocephala



Invasive plants

Furcraea 
foetida



Invasive plants

Schkuhria 
pinnata



• The promotion of an intensive 
program of invasive species 
removal

• Continuity in the disclosure and 
awareness-raising about the 
endemic plant species

• Create alternatives for the water 
mobilization

• To invest more in new 
technologies to face the 
challenges of the island's 
topography, such as the use of 
drones.

Next steps on Santo Antão plants conservation 

Echium stenosiphon subsp. lindbergii
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www.terrimar.org.cv

Alto Peixinho - Porto Novo
Island of Santo Antão - Cabo Verde

terrimar.ads@gmail.com

/Terrimar.santoantao

Campilanthus glaber
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