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The Habitat



Malta

Roquebrune sur-Argens

Lagoa, Algarve

3





Principal characteristics

Solution hollows in karst landscapes

Input from precipitation and local 
surface runoff

Ecological phases completely linked 
to climatic patterns Ɖ no immediate 
buffering
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Ranunculus saniculifolius

Lythrum hyssopifolia Elatine gussonei



Inundated Drying

Dry
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Inundated Drying

Dry
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Germination
Growth
Flowering
Fruiting
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Sediment accumulation

Fruiting
Seed set
Attrition of seeds
Predation by scavengers
Opportunistic therophytes

Seed dormancy
Oxidation of sediment
Attrition of sediment



The Challenge



The habitat: constraints and importance
ÅÑőĲШћfŰƨŰĬċƣĲĬќШƓőċƚĲШċŰĬШћ?ƖǃќШƓőċƚĲШċƖĲШ ũƣĲƖŰċƣĲШÉƣċĤũĲШÉƣċƣĲƚ
ÅFlora of conservation significance is mainly present during the 
ћfŰƨŰĬċƣĲĬќШƓőċƚĲ



The challenge
Å Assessing the conservation status of pools is problematic 
ŸƨƣƚŔĬĲШƣőĲШћfŰƨŰĬċƣĲĬќШƓőċƚĲШċƚШƣőĲШƚŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰƣШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШċƖĲШ
not vegetative at that time


